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CHECK
YOUR
VITALS

Most people look at the end of the year for exactly what it is,
the end of a specified, measurable period of time. However,
I look at the end as a beginning. In worldly terms, | am doing
nothing more than planning to make New Year's
resolutions, but to my more Spirit-led side, | am taking a
time of reflection to ensure that | am on track in all things
that | do, whether it be for life, family, or God.
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More than making time for new things or looking at what
I've been busily accomplishing, | believe that prioritizing is
also about evaluating the guality of the things | do. It's not
always about what we add or take away, sometimes it's
about making sure what we do is done right. Instead of
reading more chapters of the Bible everyday, why don't we
make sure we understand and apply a shorter passage? Or
instead of going to church more, why don't we worship
more, meet more people, and take more time for the things
of God while we're there? Can we not give more
uninterrupted time to our family while we're at home
instead of trying to schedule our day to its fullest?

The poem, The Paradox of Time (right), is why | feel the
need for prioritizing my actions and the quality of my
efforts. If it lacked truth, it would be just another filler to
take up space. However, it speaks my reality so | must take
it into consideration.

Now, I'm not saying create a to-do list, file the mounds of
paperwork on your desk, pay your unpaid bills, or finish off
the rest of the Thanksagiving pie. I'm talking about the most
ground-shaking type of prioritizing - creating, maintaining,
enhancing, and furthering your relationship with the
Almighty God. As Christians, we must continually pursue
God and His characteristics. Like | said last time, we must
put what we do at church to shame. We, as the body of
Christ, must repent of our sins, humble ourselves before the
throne of the Most High, and desire to do His will. Jesus said
it best: "...Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
vour kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10 NIV)

Now, | know that setting some spiritual New Year's
resolutions may seem like a small step to take, but it's the
first step to possibly changing a generation, a lineage, a
community, or a nation. Once you understand and apply the
principle of prioritizing your spiritual life, it might actually
become a habit, one instituted daily instead of yearly that
will flow into other areas of your life. | urge you to let God
work. Let the Master Craftsman and Potter mold and make
you into His image and likeness. Inherit His characteristics,
principles, and priorities. Follow after the things of God.
Decide, join the chase, and get N-PURSUIT. |/
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The paradox of time in history is that we:
Have taller buildings, but shorter tempers;
Wider freeways, but narrower viewpoints;
We spend more, but have less;

We buy more, but enjoy it less.

We have bigger houses and smaller families;
Bigger churches and smaller congregations;
A multitude of prayers, but very little faith;
A blessed life, but lack of gratitude;

Aloving God for our blemished hearts.

We have more conveniences, but less time.
We have more degrees, but less sense;
Maore knowledge, but less judgment;

More experts, but more problems;

Maore medicine, but less wellness.

We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our
values.

We talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too often.
We've learned how to make a living, but not a life.
We've added vears to our life, not life to our years.

We've been all the way to the moon and back, but
we have trouble crossing the street to meet a

new neighbor.

We've conquered outer space,

but not inner space.

We've cleaned up the air,

but polluted the soul.

We've split the atom,

but not our prejudice.

We have higher incomes,
but lower morals.
We've become long on quantity,

/ but short on quality.

These are times of tall men,

and short character;

Steep profits, and shallow relationships; |
More leisure, but less fun;

More kinds of food, but less nutrition.
These are the days to two incomes, |

but more divoree;

Of fancier houses,

but broken homes.
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During the American Revolution, George Washington crossed lrl lS Or

the Delaware River. Washington then conducted a surprise,

raid on 1,500 German mercenaries at Trenton, New Jersey.
The mercenaries surrendered after an hour with nearly 1,000

taken prisoner by ‘L’k’uﬁhingmn who suffered on ly six wounded.
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Ecclesiastes 12:13
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”

There is nowhere that the duty of man is put any more honestly than in Ecclesiastes 12:13. This verse
summarizes the life and times of mankimr in just a few short phrases. Understand that everyday, no matter
the circumstance, we must reverence God. To know that He is, to worship Him, and to keep His
commandments is the full, original purpose of mankind.

To help us accept this daunting truth, we must also understand that fearing God and our obedience to His
commandments is not for nothing. There is great reward for those that choose to obey the commands of
God. One of the many rewards we can receive is divine happiness. See, God is the root and foundation of
all happiness. In actuality, He is the cure and the answer to all things. One of the first examples we see in
Scripture of having material things but needing true happiness can be found in the life of Solomon.

Solomon was a man with more wisdom and understanding than any other man to date. Through the
blessings of God, he had the ability to have anything he ever wanted. Yet with the world at his fingertips,
Solomon found himself empty. (Found in 1 Kings 3 and throughout the book of Ecclesiastes)

In direct contrast to Solomon, we find David. In Psalms 146:5 (K]V), he writes, “Happy is he that hath the
God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God.” David knew true happiness and the Source
of his many blessings. David and God had been through a lot together - from shepherd to king; from wars
to victories; from adultery, to repentance, to a “man after God's own heart.” This relationship saw much
stress, much worry, and many trying situations. But one thing continually held true for David - he was
?cring to praise His Lord and receive all that God had prepared for Him. David knew that a man that
ollowed after the Lord would “receive the blessings from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his
salvation.” (Psalm 24:5)

Just as David knew God intimately, so must we. Hebrews 11:6 (K)V) says, “He that cometh to the Lord
] must believe that He is, and that He is rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” Once we believe that
1. | God is the one true God and we know that He wants to reward and bless us, we can then follow Him
‘A1)  unhindered and undeterred. Only obedience to God will bring us closer to Him and open the door of true

| happiness and blessings — blessings that will overtake our lives. Only when we are in that place - knowing

| our God, obeying His commands, and resting in His blessings - can we follow our Lord with all our heart,
mind, body, and soul. This type of relationship is established so that we can stand in faith and conquer the
fear, feelings, and fury that this world tries to use against us.

To help us through all the tough times, we must also know that God has a plan for each one of us.
Jeremiah 29:11 (AMP) says, “For | know the thoughts and plans that | have for you, says the Lord,
thoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome.”

Our seeking after God and our obedience to His Word are the necessities. Walking in the plan He knows
is also a benefit of being with God. The plans of peace and hope are established in our walk with Him.

We must start sowing seeds of obedience in order to reap a bountiful harvest. 1l Corinthians 9:6 (KJV)
tells us that “he which soweth sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall
reap also bountifully.” We will only get back what we have put in. Just like we have plans and blessings for
our children, God has an equally powerful urge and desire to bless and work with His children. (See
Matthew 7:11) Our Heavenly Father wants to give the best for His blessed.

Are we ready and willing to receive?
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In my last article, we discussed the benefits
and necessity of sharing our faith. In seems
fitting that | now give direction as to how
we deliver the message of the Gospel to
the world. Before you begin, you must re-
member that it is not our job to change the
Feople. A response to our message and
he acceptance of salvation comes only
by faith, and faith only comes by the Word
of God.

Romans 10:17 (KJV)
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.”

Since the Word is the key, we must under-
stand that the more Scripture we can
share with them, the more likely they will
be to embrace the message of the
Gospel. As you begin to witness, you must
have an arsenal of Scriptures that you
understand and can explain. At the right
are a few of my favontes. | have listed
them and added a brief explanation as to
why they work. | use these and countless
others each time | witness. If you can get
people to listen to these Scriptures, you will
have accomplished the entire purpose for
our existence on this earth. The results will
be up to God and the individual.

Romans 10:13 (KJV]
“For whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved."”

When those we witness to take the first
step by cdling on the name of the Lord,
then it Is easy to get them to church and

et them baptized and filled with the Holy

pirit because the Lord is now inside them.
He then begins to direct their steps. They
may not end up in “our” church, but they
doendupin “His.” May God grant you the
wisdom and ability to take His Word and

share it with those that do not know Him.
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EVANGELISM
Taken

to the

Streets

John 3:16 (KJV)

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.”

The Gospel is all about God's love for us and the
incredible price He paid to save us from destruction.

Romans 3:23 (KJV)
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;"

Man is a sinner and his sin separates him from God.
While this is the beginning of the Gospel, the redemption
found in the rest of the message is the true key.

Romans 6:23 (KJ
“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

The gift that God offers unto everyone is eternal life.
We once deserved the penalty for our sins, but we
can receive a pathway unto rightecusness through
the only Son of God, Jesus Christ.

John 1:1 (KJV)
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God."”

Although many people know of God and Jesus, few
actually know that Jesus was God in the flesh. Even
fewer know that he was our Rescuer and Redeemer.

Revelation 3:20 (KJV)
“Behold, | stand at the door
and knock. If anyone
hears My voice and
opens the door, | will
come in to him and
dine with him, and he
with Me."

Jesus stands at the door
of each heart ready to
come in and establish a
relafionship with them. All
man must do is open the
door and invite Him in.

N-PURSUIT . 5




1
il New Testament
| [ 210 ] h
Al Themes and References
| | 1 e ]
] ] o | 7] Tocomplete this crossword puzzle, look up the references below and
Bl | — | | fill in the theme of the reference in its corresponding blank.
] - = l —  Answers can be found on page 14.
5 | |
L L = HEEEEER
HEEE
Fa ] — DOWN
73 I | - ACROSS l. Revelation 1:6,
4. John 4:24 2 Corinthians 3:18
— I— - T 8. Acts 2:38, 17:30, 26:20 2. Hebrews 9:11-12
- 9. 1 Timothy 6:6 3. Philemon
_ |‘S | | 10. Romans 10:10, 5. Romans 6:22,
i M 4 2 Corinthians 5:21 | Thessalonians 4:7
18 | | 19 ] I | | ] 11. Ephesians 6:11-17 6. Romans 5:1, Titus 3:7
13. Philippians 4:4 7. Galatians 5:1,

—1 [ PT T [ T ] 15. James 1:5 2 Corinthians 3:17

—1 [ 18, Matthew 9:20-22 8. Luke 24:1-7

—1 |21 I l | I 19. Matthew 6:9-13, 12. Ephesians 2:8

— | Thessalonians 5:17 14. 1 Peter 3:8

— — 20. Colossians 1:23-25 16. 1 Corinthians 13:4 (K]V)

| 21.1 John 5:4 17. Mark 11:22, Hebrews 11

o
=
-
o5
A
—
o
e

Often we think about what we would do if we

had a million dollars. We think about building
great churches or giving a lot to the mission
program so that someone on the dark side of
the world would hear the Gospel. Some would
think of the sick and dying and would want to
give to some hospital so that someone would
have a little relief. We could think about
education and give to some great institution.
All this is well and good if we had millions to
give, but it would be wise to remember this
little poem:

“It’s not what you’d do with a million,

if riches should be your lot;

But what you are doing today,

with the dollar and quarter you've got.”

You have everything you need to change a life.
You can affect someone’s life by sharing your
faith and just being you. Cherish today, learn
from yesterday, and hope for tomorrow. What
are you doing with what you already have!

Lord, I thank You so much for
Your many blessings.As1go
throughout this day, Lord please
guide my steps and establish my
path. Please order my steps so I
am in tune with Your Spiritand
Your will at every turn. Help my
words, actions, and dedisions
gl_m?fy‘!’nu Let every situation
bring honor to Your name.
Please go with my friends and
my family this day as well. Show
all of us Your majesty and power.
As I read Your Word and listen to
men and women of God, Lord
please quicken my heart to the
Truth. Let all godly things
consume my life and let Your
Word illuminate my path. You
are a graclous God and I can't
express my love enough.

It's in Jesus name I pray, amen.

FrOM THE FIG TREE













Everywhere I look, I see people
planning for the first of many
upcoming  celebrations this
season- Christmas. I know it can
be repetitive, but I just want to
remind everyone to remember
the reason for the season. This is
CHRIST-mas. Let Christ rule and
reign. It's okay to put that
nativity on your lawn. It's okay
to teach your children that there
is more to this than Santa,
surprises, and stockings. The
weather is great, the time for
family is (usually) enjoyable, but
the heart of the matter is that we
make time for the bigger picture.
Remember the wise men that
gave gifts unto the King. Thisis a
season of sharing and giving. If
we open up our hearts during
this time, I believe that we could
start a trend of caring and
compassion for all year round.
Remember the shepherds who
were visited and were asked to
spread the Word. May we do the
same. Take a few moments to
remember all aspects and the
meaning of the Christmas story.
Let this story be your guide as
you prepare to share this season
with others.
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The next holiday that rolls
around is the New Year. Whether
you’ll be celebrating or not, this
is an awesome time to set up
some  spiritual resolutions.
There's a lot more about that in
the Editorial (page 2), but I
wanted to introduce that idea
again. Let us take some time
during this holiday to decide
what we want to do for the Lord,
our friends, our family, and
ourselves. This is a great time to
start a new journal, a new
devotional, or a new reading
plan. If that’s not something
that peaks your interest, then
think about setting some goals
and creating a sort of “time
capsule.”” Write down your
dreams and aspirations. Write
down what you'd like to do and
receive throughout the next
year. Include where you would
like to be. New job? Start a
family? Out of debt? The
possibilities are as numerous and
unique as the people. Just think
about it and take some time to
get on course for the next year.
With a set of goals in mind or a
new plan of attack, there’s no
telling what could truly be
accomplished.

Time Sensitive Material

Considering that this is the holiday season, | wanted to dedicate a
portion of this issue to the true meaning of these holidays.
Take a few moments and read over some of the info above.
Let these ideas make this entire season better and brighter.

CHURCH OF THE COVEREP PISH by Thom Tapp

THANE Y0U FOR THAT
ROUSING PERFORMAMNCE

AND THAT "CREATIVE
MOVEMENT® WAS GREAT!

THE COMPUTER GEN-
ERATED LASER SHOW
WAS REALLY OUT OF
THIS WoRLD!

NOW TURN WITH ME IN
YOUR BIBLE FOR A BRIEF
WORD FROM OUR
SPONSOR.,
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() 1898 by Thom Tapp
www Ihombapp com

This is the most controversial
holiday in my opinion. Either you
love Valentine’s Day or you hate
it. Many of my friends love the
mushy stuff that this holiday
brings; I, however, could take it
or leave it. So, in my attempt to
save this special day for all
involved, I would like to
approach this in a “religious”
manner. There is no reason we
need to dedicate a day to
remember the one(s) we love.
Especially as Christians, should
this not be on a mental check list
everyday? Sure, the presents,
flowers, and choclates are nice,
but isn’t it overkill? I would like
to think that we could use this
day and show a godly kind of love
on a broader spectrum than just
our significant others and/or our
family and friends. Let us
contemplate giving and sharing
with others. Could you volunteer
at a homeless shelter for lunch
on Valentine’s Day? Could you go
and visit with those at a nursing
home? What about visiting the
children’s ward at your local
hospital? There are many ways to
spread compassion and there is
no better day to share this than
on a day dedicated to love.
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CONTRIBUTORS g

For more information about our contributers, please wvisit our website.

Jo Elaine Hooper

Hawving been associated with ministry
in a variety of ways since 1596,

Jo serves several positions in

the Body of Christ. She views
H-PURSUIT as what she was born to
do. She hopes to bring the great
Word of God to a new audience in a
new way- honoring and continuing
that which has come before.

Bob Hooper

Bob Hooper is the senior pastor of
New Life Tabernacle in Little Elm,
Texas. He has been in the ministry
since 19%81. Born and raised on a
farm, Bob has a unique insight into
some of the fundamental principles
of the Kingdom of God. He shares
the Truth of the Gospel in a
simple, easy to understand manner.

J.B. Hooper

After a life in and around church,
J.B. began his own ministry in
1980. As senior pastor at The Word
Center, he has committed his life
to reinstating honor and integrity
back into the ministry.

Gene Young

Having served in the Assemblies of
God churches for over 30 years,
Gene Young pastored 10 churches in
three states before retiring

in 1988. Gene's legacy lives on
through his wife, two daughters,
and granddaughter.
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Will Barbee

A true man of God that is

asgsociated with a variety

of ministries, Will has a

passion for evangelism and
cutreach. He has a talent for
taking the tough questions of
life and giving answers to those in need, whether they be
cn the street, in the suburbs, or on the church pew.

Charles and Wanda Bledsoe

As a husband and wife ministry team from Waco,

Texas, Charles and Wanda each play a very

important part in their local church, Victory Tabernacle.
Wanda is not only a dedicated pastor’s wife, she also
works in the ministry of worship and of helps. Charles
has a B.A. in Biblical Studies and a Masters of Divinity
in Christian Counseling. He serves as the Executive
Vice-President of Central Christian University in
Lexington, North Caroclina. While both Charles and Wanda
work in many areas and facets of the ministry, their
greatest passion remains sharing the Gospel of the

Lord Jesus Christ to the world.

Bill Watson

Bill has been the associate pastor at New Life Tabernacle
for over 15 years. He is the teacher <f the Adult Sunday
School class and participates in the music ministry.

Larry Sitzes

Larry Sitzes is an intensely focused worship leader who
blesses the Lord through robust R&B Gospel music. He is a
gifted singer, songwriter and recording artist who brings
toe the church over 20 years of experience and dedication.
For his schedule, booking, and even more information,
please wvisit his website, www,larrysitzes.com.

Nelson Ligon

Nelson, a 25-year veteran of the ministry, is the founder
of Executing His Word Ministries. Based in Flowermound,
Texas, EHW provides a personal evangelism training
conference for churches on how to better share their faith.
For more information:

972-T24-7800 or nligon@executinghisword.com
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